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oy the three youths as offering an excellent occasion for
carrying out an assassination which had already been dis-
cussed. Princip wrote to Hitch at Sarajevo that he had
determined to do the deed, and would come bringing
weapons. In any case, the inspiration for the plot sprang
from the group of Bosnian revolutionaries—Gatchinovitch,
Princip, Hitch, and others—all of whom had been in Bel-
grade and in close touch with "Black Hand" members. The
idea of murdering the Archduke had certainly been dis-
cussed before his trip to Bosnia was announced. It would
have been quite in keeping with the character of Major
Tankositch and with the fact that he later procured the
revolvers, as well as in keeping with the purposes and
methods of the "Black Hand," that the idea should have
originated with him or with his associate, Ciganovitch; but
whether it really did originate with Tankositch, as asserted
by M. Bogitcheviteh's two informants, may be regarded as
uncertain until further evidence confirms their assertion.
PREPAEATION OF THE PLOT IN BELGRADE
In March, 1914, the Zagreb newspaper Srbobran pub-
lished the announcement that the Austrian army would
hold summer manoeuvres in Bosnia and that the Archduke
Franz Ferdinand would be in command. This news at first
greatly alarmed the little revolutionary group in the Sara-
jevo Kruzhoc, because it was well known that the Arch-
duke was friendly to the Roman Catholic Croats and was
believed to favor some form of "trialism." They feared
that his visit would strengthen the Croatian bourgeoisie and
political leaders who were ready to accept political con-
cessions from the Hapsburgs, and that it would deal a blow
at Jugoslav aspirations for national unity and independ-
ence. The Archduke's presence and the army manoeuvres
would seem to be a demonstration of Hapsburg strength
which might weaken the Orthodox Serb elements and the

